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Modifications to SASE came into effect on 22 August 2017. Accordingly, SASE publication DFE-00167-2017 applies both 
to new Apprenticeship starts from 22 August 2017 and all Apprenticeships commenced before and not completed by 
22 August 2017. 

The modifications allow for an exemption to the English and Maths regular minimum requirements for people with 
Special Educational Needs, Learning Difficulties or Disabilities. This means that adjusting the minimum requirements 
to Entry Level 3 in English and Maths can be considered by the provider, on an individual and case-by-case basis, 
where all of the conditions of the updated SASE section 18 (Intermediate level) or section 37 (Advanced level) for 
have been satisfied and can be evidenced. 
 
Full details relating to the exceptions eligibility criteria are contained in: 
 
Sections 15-23 of SASE for Intermediate Level Apprenticeships
Sections 34-42 of SASE for Advanced Level Apprenticeships

When applying this exemption, providers must STILL consider how to enable the Apprentice to access further
literacy and numeracy development – including Level 1 and Level 2 courses – as part of their overall training
provision. 

The modifications to SASE have also extended the list of qualifications that meet the minimum English
requirements to allow for a British Sign Language (BSL) qualification, at the appropriate level, to be accepted
as an alternative to a qualification in English, where BSL is the primary language of the Apprentice.

Full details relating to BSL acceptance are contained in:
 
Section 5(f) of SASE for Intermediate Level Apprenticeships
Section 28(f) of SASE for Advanced Level Apprenticeships 

Furthermore, the SASE modifications have further extended the list of qualifications that meet the minimum
English and Maths requirements to allow for the acceptance of a range of UK-wide qualifications, as an
alternative to qualifications gained in England.

Full details relating to the list of acceptable qualifications are contained in: 

Sections 5(g-j) and 6(f-i) of SASE for Intermediate Level Apprenticeships
Sections 28(g-j) and 29(f-i) of SASE for Advanced Level Apprenticeships 

The modifications include reference to the new numerical grades in the reformed GCSE system and the
minimum grade requirements.  A grade 4 (new grading) will be considered equivalent to a grade C (old grading). 
A grade 2 (new grading) will be considered equivalent to a Grade E (old grading). 

Full details relating to the numerically graded GCSEs are contained in:

Sections 5 and 6 of SASE for Intermediate Level Apprenticeships
Sections 28 and 29 of SASE for Advanced Level Apprenticeships 

Please note that some frameworks may have English and Maths grade/level requirements that are above the
SASE regular minimum requirements. The exceptions relating to the use of British Sign Language or Entry Level
3 qualifications, detailed above, do not apply to industry-specific minimum entry requirements. Please check
specific framework documents to ascertain where this is the case and/or check directly with the Issuing Authority
responsible for the framework. 

The updated version of SASE, and guidance documents, can be accessed here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/630068/Specification_of_Apprenticeship_Standards_for_England_.pdf


